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As overlords of Ionia, the Persian kings installed and supported tyrants in its city-states.  By 499 B.C. the Ionians were tired of Persian-backed tyranny and suffered from internal unrest.  They rebelled, sending representatives to mainland Greece to ask for help in their revolt against Persia.  The Spartan king Cleomenes declined to help after he saw the map the Ionian representative had brought and learned that an attack on the Persian capital would entail a three months’ march inland from Ionia.  He, like the other Spartans, had no idea of the geography of the Near East.  The men of the Athenian assembly responded differently to the Ionian plea.  They voted to join the city-state of Eretria on the neighboring island Euboea and send military aid to the Ionians.  The combined Athenian-Eretrian force actually got as far as Sardis, Croesus’ old capital, now the headquarters of a Persian provincial governor.  After burning Sardis to the ground, however, the Athenians and Eretrians returned home when a Persian counterattack caused the Ionian allies to lose their coordination.  Subsequent campaigns by the Persian king’s commanders crushed the Ionian rebels by 494 B.C.

1. (IV.42-43) What do we learn about Africa from Herodotus’ account of these expeditions?

2. (IV.46) What is the cleverest solution to “the single most important matter in human life”?
3. (IV.70) What is the Scythian procedure for entering into a sworn agreement?

4. (IV.71-72) What principle is at work in how the Scythians bury kings (cf. Josh 7:24-26)?
5. (IV.1-82) What is the relation of chapters 1-82 to Herodotus’ account of Darius?
6. (IV.84) What kind of man was Darius?

7. (IV.120) What was the Scythians’ military strategy against Darius?

8. (IV.126) Why does Darius ask the Scythian king to bring him earth and water?

9. (IV.131-132) What gifts were actually sent and what did they mean?

10. (IV.134) What caused Darius finally to abandon his attack on the Scythians?

11. (IV.135) How does Darius view and treat those of his army who are sick and weak?

12. (IV.154) Generally speaking, what is Herodotus’ opinion of stepmothers?

13. What are some of the details of Herodotus’ description of the Scythian land?  Where is it?  What is it like?  How do the people live?

14. (V.3-8) How does Herodotus describe the Thracians?
15. (V.16) How do the “lake-dwellers” protect their children?

16. (V.25) What constantly reminded Otanes about the danger of corruption/injustice?

17. (V.28, 30) How did the troubles leading to the Persian war begin?

18. (V.35) How was the secret message conveyed?

19. (V.40) What solution to the queen’s barrenness was adopted by Sparta?
20. (V.58) According to Herodotus, how did the Greeks acquire the art of writing?

21. (V.62-65) How did the Athenians rid themselves of their tyrants?

22. (V.68) How did king Cleisthenes make laughing-stocks out of the Sicyonians?

23. (V.78) According to Herodotus, what proves the excellence of freedom?

24. (V.92) Why did Socleas resist the Spartian plan to subdue Athens?

25. (V.85) What phenomena drove the Athenian sailors insane?

26. (V.105) How is this section related to the main story of Herodotus’ history?
27. (V.30ff) How is Aristagorus the son of Molpagoras (Aristagorus of Miletus) related to the main story?  How is he connected to the Ionian revolt? 

28. (V.97) According to Herodotus, why was Aristagorus able to persuade the Athenians when he was unable to persuade the Spartiates?

29. (V.111) Why would it be good for Onesilus to meet Artybius in battle?
30. (V.114) How did the cult of Onesilus get started? 
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